
False Fire Alarm Issue 

On January 4 at around 8 a.m., a fire alarm was triggered.  

Fortunately, it was a false alarm.  The alarm was caused by a faulty 

detector on the 9th floor, which was subsequently replaced (again) by 

Simplex Grinnel.   While most of the triggered alarms thus far have 

been of the bogus variety, residents should treat all alarms as genuine 

and real until it is confirmed otherwise.  This means having to walk 

down the stairs (don’t use the elevators) and exit the building.  While 

inconvenient, the importance of preserving life and safety cannot be 

overstated.  A suggestion was made that an “all-clear” announcement 

be made over the PA system, but that cannot be done until it is a 

verified false alarm.  Verifying entails checking a panel in the security 

or fire control room to locate the sounding alarm and then seeing if there’s an actual fire.  Currently, Jim is 

handling the task of verifying, which requires at least two people.  Since verifying does take time, please 

evacuate immediately and DO NOT wait for an “all-clear” broadcast because if there is a real fire it may be 

too late if you wait.  Volunteers are being sought to confirm and assist with the full evacuation of each floor 

and monitor the use of the stairwell exits.  If you would like to volunteer to assist Jim with verifying the 

veracity of an alarm or be a fire alarm monitor for your floor, please contact Jim. 

 

(No) Smoking in the Common Areas 

 The outside benches located by the turnaround driveway have been used as an unofficial smoking 

area for residents.  Unfortunately, these benches are a common area and Section J(8) of the Project Rules 

states that no smoking is allowed in common areas.  Smoking by the benches will now be treated as a 

violation and subject to penalties.  Basically, the only places where smoking is allowed is in the units 

(though not on the lanai, which is a limited common element) and off-site. 

 

Attack of the Lint and Dustbunnies! 

 Some residents have had problems with lint invading their unit or landing on their lanai.  The vent 

from the dryer is actually located right by your unit’s lanai, so when the dryer’s lint filter is not cleaned 

regularly, excess lint will be expelled through the vent and, if it’s windy, may blow into your or your 

neighbors’ units and lanais.  To be considerate (to yourself and neighbors), please clean the filter after each 

use.  If you use fabric softener sheets, a waxy buildup may exist, which can be removed by washing the 

screen in warm, soapy water and then replacing when dry.  Do not use your dryer without the filter! 
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The next Board of Directors 
meeting is on February 11, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m. in the 7th  floor 
Activity Room. 
 
The 2nd ANNUAL AOUO 
MEETING is scheduled for April 
8, 2014, so save the date!  
Registration begins at 6 p.m. 
and the meeting starts at 6:30 
p.m.  Three director positions 
are opening up, so please let Jim 
know if you’re interested in 
serving.  More details to follow 
in the next couple months. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GONG XI FA CAI!   

KUNG HEE FAT CHOY!  

HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR (OF THE HORSE)! 

Registration Redux 

Jim will be providing new, more 

comprehensive registration forms that need to 

be completed by all residents.  The forms will 

include new information to make managing 

the building a little easier.  Please be sure to fill 

out and return the form to Jim in a timely 

fashion. 

Bike Racks 

Bicycle owners, rejoice!  A test bike rack that 

holds five bikes has been ordered and will be 

placed behind the guest parking spot by the 

garage entry gates.  The Building and Grounds 

committee will continue to review other bike 

racks and potential locations, but for now, keep an 

eye out for this one and provide feedback! 

Furniture and Mirrors 

How do you like the new lobby furniture?  Let us know!   Also, the feasibility of installing additional 

mirrors on the makai side of the garage will be studied as there have been multiple requests for them.  

The present mirrors have been getting rave reviews! 

Owner’s Forum 

Residents have been making their voices heard through the Suggestion Box in the mailroom so when 

there are enough comments/suggestions, some of them will be paraphrased and published in the 

newsletter.  When submitting suggestions/comments, please remember to include your unit number on 

the form so that you may receive a response. 

“Smoking should be banned in units because smoke enters my unit.” 
A:  Smoking is prohibited in common areas, but residents may smoke in their own units.  Under Section 

J(8) of the Project Rules, if there are disputes between residents regarding smoke coming from a unit, they 

should be resolved between the residents, not the AOUO. 

“Our elevator floors are often stained and soiled.  Can the flooring be changed or the staff clean 

them more often?” 

A:  Rodel and Roberto clean the elevators once a day, but with the amount of foot traffic, it’s difficult to keep 

the elevator carpets constantly spotless.  However, the Building and Grounds committee will be looking into the 

possibility of installing alternative flooring or other solutions. 

“Stop the flowers in the elevators.  The Christmas decorations were unnecessary.  Use our money 

for more useful things such as more (garage) mirrors.” 

A:  The upkeep of the flowers is voluntarily overseen by a resident, so no AOUO money is spent.  The 

holiday decorations will be reused.  The feedback so far for both the flowers and decorations have been mainly 

positive.  Jim and the Board have been very cost-conscious and careful about expenditures and making sure the 

AOUO gets the most bang for its buck. 


